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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text72: Yes.  RU Recycling has a goal of reaching at least a 30% waste-diversion by 2011, this would be the highest rate for the university.  Continual review and implementation are integrated in the day-to-day operations in this area.  The main goal and highest priority is to identify and reduce waste on the front end.  Several examples in waste reduction that have been achieved at Radford University include the elimination of printed campus directories and excess community directories, implementing duplex printing as the default setting, trayless dining, installing concentrated cleaner dispensing stations for housekeeping, and installing more efficient paper towel dispensers in rest rooms).
	Text73: Yes.  In coordination with the local YMCA, a program referred to as "Y-TOSS?" has been implemented during move-out to collect clothing and other goods from students.  Various drop off zones are set up on campus with YMCA staff and volunteers in place to receive goods, however, last year there was not a bin in every dormitory.  These goods are then sold in the local YMCA thrift stores.  Some items unique to a residence hall room set-up are set aside and become available to incoming/returning students for the next semester. 
	Text74: Yes.  RU's Board of Visitor's has adopted a recommendation from the SustainABILITY Steering Committee to adopt the Campus SustainABILITY Policy.  The policy includes a commitment statement, definitions, & procedures to help Radford a more sustainable campus.  The policy can be found at: http://www.radford.edu/rugreen/Publications/RU%20Campus%20Sustainability%20Policy-%20FINAL.pdfSustainABILITY is a part of the campus logo and it aims to emphasize that everyone has the ability to make a difference. 
	Text75: Yes.  RU employs a full-time SustainABILITY Coordinator.  There is also a SustainABILITY Steering Committee (SSC) that identifies issues, conducts research, and makes recommendations to help campus be more sustainable.  Other sustainability-related positions include the Campus Energy Manager, Recycling  Coordinator, Recycling Technician, & work study.
	Text76: In progess.  President Kyle signed the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) on Campus SustainABILITY Day 2009.  RU's reporting timeline includes conducting the greenhouse gas inventory baseline by 1/15/11, creating a climate action plan by 1/15/12, and reporting every 2 years thereafter.
	Text77: Yes.  RU has conducted a beta greenhouse-gas-inventory to help determine the information, resources, and efforts needed.  Currently, RU is collecting information to determine its greenhouse gas baseline with respect to the Presidents Climate Commitment's prescribed reporting timeline for RU.  The greenhouse gas inventory is scheduled to be publicly available by 1/15/11.
	Text78: RU is currently determining this information.
	Text79: Information regarding the endowment fund is not publicly available.  The Radford University Foundation Inc. is a separate corporate entity.  With the exception of that information that is required by law, the Foundation does not make financial information available to the public.
	Text80: The Investment Working Group, a subgroup of the SustainABILITY Steering Committee, is currently investigating the availability of funds for more sustainable investments.  The investments of the Radford University Foundation are overseen by an Investment Committee made up of members of the Board of Directors for the Foundation.  The primary focus of the Investment committee's investment strategy is to focus on creating a sufficient and sustainable stream of investment return, which allow the Foundation to maintain its long term support of the University.  
	Text81: While environmental issues are certainly an important topic, they are, at the current time, not an integral part of the Foundation Investment Committee's investment strategy.  As outlined in the previous answer, the Committee's focus has to remain on overall return on investment as its primary mission.  Again, the Investment Working Group is currently investigating the availability of funds for these types of investments.
	Text82: RU has many students, past and present, that have contributed to RU becoming a more sustainable campus.  A couple of recent examples include Vernon Anderson, who worked on compiling air travel data that is valuable for determining RU's greenhouse gas inventory baseline; Nick Quitter, who conducted a campus building lighting analysis and developed a financial tool to help determine lighting upgrade feasibilities and prioritize projects; Aysha Bodenhamer, who has completed work on environmental and social issues affecting the Appalachian region; Brittany Gerald, whose leadership is helping to make a community garden thrive; or Alex Williams, who is currently researching and analyzing residence hall water usage on campus to determine trends.  Stories of some of these student examples (Nick, Aysha, & Brittany) can be located at http://www.radford.edu/rugreen/getinvolved.html.
	Text83: Yes.  One example of this are the RU chemistry students, who received a Honorable Mention in the EPA's 2008 P3 (People, Planet, & Prosperity) competition.  See the video link at the bottom of the web page: (http://www.radford.edu/rugreen/resources-links.html).
	Text84: Yes.  RU has a stormwater remediation wetland project (http://www.radford.edu/~wetland/) that prepares our science students for the complex, real-world problems they will encounter in their future.  A quick glance at campus provides excellent views of open vegetated spaces located on campus including large open areas between residence halls and riverfront walk/bike areas. RU operates Selu, a 380 acre nature conservancy only 12 miles from campus.  RU classes and community groups reserve the facility for a variety of purposes. Selu has lodging, meeting space, science lab space, and observatory, accessible hiking trails, canoeing on the Little River, interpretive farm house, campground, orienteering course, and team-building course. 
	Text85: Yes.  Housekeeping services has long used Green Seal-certified paper products as able but is now in the process of converting the campus from individual chemical containers to chemical dilution centers using more environmentally-friendly Green Seal-certified products and equipment.  Complete conversion is expected during the summer of 2010. Additionally, the campus Building Automation System monitors the carbon dioxide levels to ensure the proper levels of fresh air are maintained throughout buildings.
	Text86: Yes. RU offers a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities for students & surrounding community members. RU Outdoors provides a wide variety of outdoors opportunities such as rafting, canoeing, kayaking, rock climbing, hiking, backpacking, & caving trips and also operates an indoor climbing wall on campus. There is a large outdoor ropes course facility for university and community use. Also offered are summer outdoor adventure camps for youth and an accessible fishing program. Radford University operates Selu, a 380 acre nature conservancy only 12 miles from campus. RU is located on the New River & provides great access to Claytor Lake, the Appalachian Trail, & Blue Ridge Parkway.
	Text87: Some of the most recent actions that RU has taken to become a more sustainable campus include the Campus SustainABILITY Day events that focused on sustainable food issues and included President Kyle signing the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment.  Another recent action is the requirement of purchasing a minimum of 30% recycled-content paper for general paper purchases across campus.  The composting of food wastes from the main dining facility on campus diverts wastes from the landfill to an usable end product.  RU has created the "You have the ABILITY!" weekly reminder campaign about how each of us can help reduce costs and contribute to global sustainability.  New student orientation programs and a model room exhibiting some of the energy-conserving technologies on campus will help to create a culture of sustainability on campus and beyond.
	Text88: Radford University's sustainABILITY commitment statement is as follows:Radford University is committed to being a model for sustainable campus practices and policies and recognized for our stewardship of economic, social, and environmental resources and for our academic commitment to sustainability.RU is celebrating its centennial anniversary in 2010. As we celebrate the generations who contributed to the university’s successes in the first 100 years, we want to consider how we will provide for the generations of the next 100 years.  RU believes that everyone has the ability to make more sustainable choices and decisions, both on campus as well as at home.  RU's sustainABILITY logo reflects this belief with the added emphasis on "ability".  By educating tomorrow's leaders about sustainability in all aspects of life, we can create our own sustainable future.


